liable for punishment under Section 366-B, I.P.C.

315.   Surekha Begum took her minor daughter, Gulnaz. aged
about 8 years, to a marriage. Surekha Begum put a gold chain on
Gulnaz, and also gold bangles to her hands. Some habitual
offenders came to the marriage function for committing theft of
gold ornaments. Out of the thieves, Deekshit found the gold
chain and bangles adorned by the girl, Gulnaz and he called her
by offering sweets. He took her outside the function hall and took
her to a far off park and removed the gold jewels and fled away.
The mother of that girl having found that the gold jewels were
missing on the body of her daughter, gave a police complaint.
During the investigation, the police arrested Deekshit and his
associates and recovered the stolen gold jewels. Is Deekshit
liable for any offence and if so what is the offence committed by
him?

* Under Section 369, I.P.C., whoever kidnaps or abducts any
child under the age often years with the attention of taking
dishonestly any moveable property from the person of such
child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to seven years and
shall also be liable to fine.

As Deekshit has kidnapped Gulnaz, a girl under the age of 10
years with the intention of taking dishonestly the gold jewels
from her person, he is liable for punishment under Section
369, I.P.C.

316.    Pradeep Kumar and his wife Mahalakshmi went on a
pilgrimage to north India and they also visited Kashmir. There
they found one person selling a girl, aged 9 years, in public
shandy. On enquiry, they came to know that his name was Kazem
Ali, and the name of the girl was Rameswari. As the girl
appeared to be a Telugu speaking girl and as there were no one
in their house to do the house hold work, Pradeep Kumar thought
of purchasing that girl from Kazem Ali and accordingly, the
couple bargained with that man and ultimately purchased that
girl for Rs. 5,0007- and brought that girl along with them to their
native place. The girl, Rameswari was working as a servant maid
in their house but they were not giving any wages to her nor was
she allowed to leave the house as they had purchased her after
paying huge amount. After three years, at last the girl could
successfully escape from the custody of Pradeep Kumar and his

231